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to each member of this good church for your com-

mitment to the church.  I am grateful to be able to 

serve as your pastor.  I appreciate your prayers for 

our church in the year ahead. 
 

                                            Tom Wilbanks 
 

From the Pastor . . .  
Christmas has come and gone for another year but 

its good memories linger on.  It was an unusual Christ-

mas Eve with snow falling.  One weathercaster proba-

bly exaggerated somewhat when he referred to ñnear 

blizzard conditionsò that night, but it was certainly 

cold, blustery and snowy.  Despite the weather we had 

a remarkably good attendance for our Christmas Eve 

services.  There were 236 at the 5:30 service and 137 at 

7:30 for a total of 373 which was just under the atten-

dance the previous year of  385. I always enjoy greet-

ing those who attend. The Christmas Eve services are 

always joyous occasions. Usually I am the last one to 

leave the building.  And after I turned off the lights and 

locked the doors and headed home on that cold night, it 

was nice to still feel the warmth and the afterglow of 

our beautiful services. 

Several members of our church have lost loved 

ones this Christmas, and I had two memorial services 

for those who died.   As I thought about those services, 

I was reminded once again of how blessed we are that 

Christ came to us as  Emmanuel, that is, ñGod with usò 

ï in times of joy and times of sadness, times of health ï 

and times of sickness, times of life ï and times of 

death. 

As most of our members know, our boards and 

committees operate on a three year-rotation system. A 

number of faithful officers and committee members 

finished terms at the end of 2009, and we are thankful 

to them.  We also appreciate the faithful giving of our 

people during the past year, and we are grateful to 

those who have made financial pledges of support for 

the church this year. 

I am grateful that we had a good attendance for our 

worship services last Sunday as we gathered as a 

church family at the Lordôs Table for communion on 

the first Sunday of the New Year.  And there was also a 

good attendance at Sunday School.  That is a good way 

to start off a New Year.  I want to express my gratitude 
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Ushers 

8:45  

Penny Palumbo - Head Usher 

Tom Ellis     Marshall Romine 

Roger Samuels 
11:00  

Victor Carboni  - Head Usher 

Harriet Jones     Bernie DeRoo 

Larry Thomas     Heather Mayfield 
 

Parking Lot Greeter 

Paula Kusewitt     Jan Hull 

Please remember in prayer . . . .  
Betty Aubert & Cheryl Martin 

Wally Birk, friend of Kirk Dixon 

Don Black 

Jim Brewster 

Eve Brice 

Pam Combs, friend of Sheila Hammer 

Lynette Copeland, friend of Julia Walker 

Randall Craig, friend of Gayle Rumbeck 

Bob DôAmato, friend of the DeRoos 

Steve Fischer, brother of Susan Mathews 

Adam Fort 

Wayland Gordon, father of  Gwenda Aber 

Frances Hair, mother of Phil Johnson 

Judy Johnson 

Don Jones, father-in-law of Justin Rich 

Lance Lanford, friend of Kirk Dixon 

Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Cheryl Martin 

Wanda & V.W. Martin, Joel Martinôs parents 

Ken McClure 

Wanda McDougle, Ronda Scottôs mother 

Charlotte McGuire, friend of Anna Saucier 

Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 

Dennis Patterson, father of Jerry Patterson 

Leslie Reynolds, friend of Paula Kusewitt 

Dru Richman, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 

Dave Rumbeck 

Henry & Beth Skidmore, Cindy Jenkinsô parents 

Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 

Fernita Swalin, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Justin Taylor, nephew of  Jerry & Harriet Jones 

Ted Turner, brother of Terry Turner 

James Weckman 

Joyce Welch, great aunt of Ronnie & Amanda Aynes 

Brian Weller, cousin of Shannon Crelia 
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This Sunday 
 

This Sunday Verlyn Smoker will sing at 8:45, 

and the Chancel Choir will sing at 11:00.  Dr. Wil-

banks will give the sermon ñThe Energy of Grace,ò 

based on Ephesians 1:6-9 

Congregational Meeting 

January 31 
 

The annual Congregational Dinner meeting will 

be held Sunday, January 31, at 6:00 p.m.   For the 

supper, please bring a meat, vegetable, or dessert 

dish. At the meeting the church budget for 2010 will 

be adopted, and reports from various organizations 

and staff members will review the past year. 

The meeting will conclude with a brief memorial 

service for our members who died during 2009.  

Child care will be provided for preschool children.  

This is a significant meeting in the life of the church, 

and you are encouraged to attend. 

Goldenaires Meeting 
10:30 a.m.,Thursday, January 14  

 

The Goldenaires will begin 2010 with a time of 

study, fellowship, and refreshments on Thursday, 

January 14.   All are invited to join this group as they 

continue their study of the New Testament.   



Our Church Family . . .  

Our sympathy is expressed to JAN SLOAN whose 

father died.  A memorial service was held for him De-

cember 30.  Our sympathy is also extended to CRAIG 

BEALMEAR whose mother died last week.  Her fu-

neral service was held January 4. 

Our church lost a faithful member on December 

30, in the death of BILL MAYFIELD after he had a 

massive heart attack the day before.   Bill was one of 

the teachers of the Discipleship Sunday School Class 

and also did a fine job when he did the childrenôs ser-

mons.  We will want to keep Billôs wife Peggy in our 

prayers along with their children Robert, Amanda, and 

Heather and all the family. 

DON BLACK is now at Zale-Lipshy Hospital un-

dergoing a bone-marrow transplant. 

JEFF CROMEENS is now at Christian Care Cen-

ter. 

We were sorry to hear that TERESA FARRôS par-

ents were injured recently in a car accident. 

At the December meeting of the Board of Deacons 

new officers were elected.  Paula Kusewitt is the new 

Moderator of the Board, Darby Washeck is Vice Mod-

erator, Gayle Rumbeck is secretary, and Brenda Evans 

will continue as Chair of the Church Budget and Stew-

ardship Committee and Lenny Pollard will continue as 

Chairman of the Property Committee. 

JIM SHEPPARD has asked that we express his 

appreciation to members of our church family for all 

the expressions of sympathy and care following the 

death of his brother. 

Spring Wednesday Night  

Programs!!  
 

If you are looking for a variety of educationally 

worshipful and fun activities in the middle of the week, 

you need not look any further.  Beginning Wednesday, 

January 13, there are exciting workshops on a variety of 

different topics being led by highly experienced and de-

voted people.  At 6:00 p.m. dinner will be served.  A big 

thank you to Susan Scholl for volunteering to direct 

meals.  And at 6:40 p.m. attend one of these workshops: 
 

Adultsé 

New Perspectives in the Bible ï led by Jim Shep-

herd, who, having been a pastor before, has extensive 

experience in teaching Bible and presenting it in ways 

that are both fascinating and intriguing.  Come prepared 

to stretch your minds and think about ñthe good bookò in 

new ways.  Location: Christian Fellowship classroom. 

Landscape Painting ï led by Pete Allen.  Pete has 

been teaching this for quite a while and has a real pas-

sion for this art.  If you have always wanted to paint but 

thought it beyond your talents, I urge you to take this 

workshop and experience the process with a wonderful 

teacher.  Learn perspective and technique and find your 

creative potential. Location: Fellowship Hall ï southwest 

corner 

Scrapbooking ï led by Len McCurdy.  Len has 

also been one who continuously offers this course be-

cause of her love for the craft.  Explore your inner crea-

tivity and learn from a highly skilled artist.  Through 

February, come to work on Valentineôs Day projects 

sharing your creativity and love. Location: Fellowship 

Hall. 
 

Childrené 
Age-groups will be divided.  Children will explore a 

variety of biblical topics through exciting and fun activi-

ties that bring the Bible to life with a staff of devoted 

volunteers and teachers.  Parents ï come to dinner, bring 

your children, attend a workshop, and make the most of 

your Wednesday nights.  Beginning in February, the 

children will begin preparing for an Easter program led 

by B.J. Mauldin. 
 

Youthé 
A new structure is coming for Wednesday Nights 

with a mixture of learning and fun that you wonôt want 

to miss!  Howard Saucier, Tim Smith and other volun-

teers will lead the group. 

 

 

College Students . . . Oops! 
 

 In our last newsletter we published a list of our 

churchôs college students, and inadvertently left several 

out.  We apologize to those who were left off the list. 

They are: 

Jaime Collins - Austin College (senior) 

Meredith Miller - Texas Tech 

Lauren Smith - Stephen F. Austin 

Neill Sheppard -UNT 

It was good to see a nice group of our college stu-

dents when we recognized them  on Christian Student 

Sunday on December 27.   

Welcome New Members! 
 

We want to welcome the following new members of our church family who joined in 

November and December of last year. 

CAROL MEHAFFEY  JOHN ROMINE  

DAVID & ANNA LEA MULLINS  DORIS VILLARREAL 

NANCY ORTIZ and her son, AUSTYN  LYLE & TONI WILSON and their children 

RYAN, ANNA & BENJAMIN  


