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From the Pastor . . . 
“I want to have an easy job. A job where nobody 

hits us or hurts us.”  Those words were spoken by an 8 

year-old Pakistani girl, who instead of attending school, 

is forced to work for pennies smuggling food across the 

Afganistan border.  As I read that quote in Time maga-

zine, I thought of the following piece which is thought 

provoking.  I do not know of the accuracy of all the 

numbers, but regardless, it leads us to count our bless-

ings: 

If you woke up this morning with more health than 

illness, you are more blessed than the million who will 

not survive this week. 

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, 

the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture or 

the pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 500 million 

people around the world. 

If you can attend a church meeting without fear of 

harassment, arrest or torture or death, you are more 

blessed than almost three billion people in the world. 

If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on 

your back, a roof over your head and a place to sleep, 

you are richer than 75% of this world. 

If you are over thirty and either of your parents is 

still alive, you are very rare.  Over a billion people are 

orphans by then. 

If you can hold someone’s hand, hug them or even 

touch them on the shoulder, you are blessed because 

you can offer God’s healing touch. 

If you can read this, you are more blessed than 

over two billion people in the world who cannot read 

anything at all. 

Every Pastoral Prayer I give here at the church 

begins with thanksgiving.  Indeed, we have much to be 

thankful for.  And one reason for attending church – is 

to give thanks to God.  I look forward to seeing you 

this Sunday. 
  

                                                       Tom Wilbanks 
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY 
January 31, 2010 

 

Ushers 

8:45 

Tom Ellis - Head Usher 

Sarina Mayfield     Roger Samuels 

Joanne Boudreaux 
11:00 

Penny Palumbo - Head Usher 

Lenny Pollard     Laney Freeman 

Terri Bragg 
 

Parking Lot Greeter 

Paula Kusewitt     Jan Hull 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Betty Aubert & Cheryl Martin 

Wally Birk, friend of Kirk Dixon 

Don Black 

Jim Brewster 

Eve Brice 

Pam Combs, friend of Sheila Hammer 

Lynette Copeland, friend of Julia Walker 

Randall Craig, friend of Gayle Rumbeck 

Bob D’Amato, friend of the DeRoos 

Jason DeRoo, grandson of the De Roos 

Steve Fischer, brother of Susan Mathews 

Adam Fort 

Amy Gillispie, daughter-in-law of Kathy Gillispie 

Wayland Gordon, father of  Gwenda Aber 

Frances Hair, mother of Phil Johnson 

Judy Johnson 

Don Jones, father-in-law of Justin Rich 

Lance Lanford, friend of Kirk Dixon 

Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Cheryl Martin 

Wanda & V.W. Martin, Joel Martin’s parents 

Wanda McDougle, Ronda Scott’s mother 

Charlotte McGuire, friend of Anna Saucier 

Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 

Dennis Patterson, father of Jerry Patterson 

Leslie Reynolds, friend of Paula Kusewitt 

Dru Richman, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 

Dave Rumbeck 

Henry & Beth Skidmore, Cindy Jenkins’ parents 

Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 

Fernita Swalin, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Justin Taylor, nephew of  Jerry & Harriet Jones 

Ted Turner, brother of Terry Turner 

James Weckman 
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This Sunday 
 

This Sunday Brenda Evans will 

sing at 8:45, and the Chancel Choir and 

Jubilate Ringers will provide music at 

11:00.  Dr. Wilbanks will give the ser-

mon “How is Your Eyesight?” based 

on Matthew 6:23-24. 

Congregational Meeting 

January 31 
 

      The annual Congregational 

Dinner meeting will be held this 

Sunday, January 31, at 6:00 p.m.   

For the supper, please bring a 

meat, vegetable, or dessert dish. 

At the meeting the church budget 

for 2010 will be adopted, and 

reports from various organiza-

tions and staff members will re-

view the past year. There will 

also be an election to fill a va-

cancy on the Board of Deacons. 

The meeting will conclude with a brief memorial 

service for our members who died during 2009.  

Child care will be provided for preschool children.  

This is a significant meeting in the life of the church, 

and you are encouraged to attend. 



Our Church Family . . .  

Our sympathy is extended to SHARON 

McCLURE whose husband, Ken, died January 11, 

following a lengthy battle with cancer.  His memorial 

service was held at our church on January 15. Our 

sympathy also to MARTY McCALMONT whose 

mother died January 17, in Glendale, California.   A 

memorial service will be held for her next month in 

California.  And our sympathy is also extended to 

DENISE BENNETT whose  step-sister died in early 

January. 

It has been good to see MARGERY HITCHMAN 

back at Sunday School and church following her re-

cent hospitalization.  We are glad that DON BLACK 

is home from the hospital following a stem cell trans-

plant as part of his battle with multiple myeloma can-

cer.  JUDY JOHNSON and Ken will return to M.D. 

Anderson Hospital in Houston on Wednesday, Janu-

ary 27 for further treatment for Judy’s cancer. 

We are glad that SUE BOHMER and RON AD-

AMS have recovered well from recent knee surgery, 

and that JOANN CHEEK is recovering from surgery 

Our congratulations to JIM and LINDA 

COLLINS on the birth of twin granddaughters  Alyssa 

and Layla Prinz, on January 20.  Parents are Catherine 

Collins Prinz and David Prinz, of Wylie.  

There was an interesting article in the New York 

Times last Sunday about the father of KATHY 

BROWN.  Her dad, John Walsh, has an unusual col-

lection of 80 quilts.  Thirty-six are on loan to the mu-

seum in Morris Township, New Jersey, for an exhibit.  

Contemporary artists have applied nontraditional tech-

niques and materials to the quilts.  One of the quilts 

depicts a three-ring circus and measures 6 feet by 15 

feet and weighs 74 pounds. Handcrafted ceramic fig-

ures portray audience members.  Another quilt is 

round and is mounted to an electric motor that keeps it 

rotating twice a minute. 

We are pleased that ZACK SAUCIER was part of 

a group of 14 college students who participated in a 

Grace Presbytery College Mission Trip.  The group 

left on December 26, and traveled to Pueblo, Colo-

rado, where they worked on several mission projects 

and then returned home on January 3.  A picture of the 

group and additional information is on the bulletin 

board by the church office.  Zack is a student at Texas 

Tech and this is the second year that he has gone on 

this mission trip. 
       (continued) 

Mesquite Symphony Concert 
 

This Saturday, January 30, the Mesquite Sym-

phony will present a pops concert “The Big Top,” mu-

sic of the circus, at 7:30 p.m. at the Mesquite Arts Cen-

ter.  Two of our members are members of the orchestra. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¨MNtHS½R MNS @ SXON© 
 

Most of us are a bit disappointed that the Dallas 

Cowboys didn’t go all the way to the Super Bowl 

this year, but nevertheless the big game is coming up 

and we are getting ready to enjoy it.  While we relish 

in this excitement let’s also take time to remember 

those in our community who have little and who 

have basic needs that need to be met. Sunday, Febru-

ary 7, the youth of the church will be standing out-

side of the exits to the sanctuary following both wor-

ship services accepting monetary donations and can 

donations that will be sent to both Sharing Life Com-

munity Outreach and Mesquite Social Services.  

Bring your cans and give what you can.  Despite the 

outcome of the Big game, we will all be winners. 

A Note of Thanks 
 

On behalf of the Mayfield, Sacco, Saling families, 

we would like to thank our church family for all the 

loving thoughts and prayers. Your concerns have 

really helped set our pain at ease, and we greatly ap-

preciate all you have done. We are overwhelmed by 

the much needed support and  would not have been 

able to make it through without the love of our church 

family and friends.  We are blessed to know that when 

we fall down Godôs arms are working through all of 

you to help pick us back up and leave us with the com-

fort and peace of knowing that Bill is with our Lord. 

 Pancake Breakfast 

this Saturday 
 

The “Weez B Buds” Mesquite Relay for Life 

team comprised of several of our church members will 

be hosting an all you can eat  pancake breakfast at 

Applebees, Mesquite, this Saturday, January 30, from 

8:30-10:30 a.m.  Tickets are $5 and proceeds benefit 

the American Cancer Society.  See Gracy Thomas or 

Brenda Evans for tickets.  Tickets will also be sold at 

the door. 

We Need Paper! 
 

Remember our paper retrievers 

on our north parking lot.  Every 

full bin saves 17 trees from being 

cut down!  The money we receive 

goes to help our youth ministry 

program and is a great help.  Please 

bring all your old papers, maga-

zines, catalogs, office/school papers, and mail.  

Please note that the paper recycling company does 

NOT want cardboard or phone books.  Those two 

items can be put in blue bags for city of Mesquite 

recycling. 

Our thanks to those who helped take down the 

Christmas decorations.  They were Ronda Scott, 

Roger Samuels, Ron and  Terri Smith, Dale Pollard, 

Jan Fort, Larry Thomas, Marianne Twomey, Gerald 

Jenkins, Len and Allen McCurdy 

Haiti Disaster Relief 
 

As was mentioned in our worship services after the 

earthquake in Haiti, the Presbyterian Church is re-

sponding through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA).  The World Mission office of the Presbyterian 

Church is in contact with and providing support to cur-

rent mission personnel in Haiti.  PDA is rushing an 

initial $100,000 from One Great Hour of Sharing and 

designated funds to provide immediate emergency re-

lief to the affected people.   If you would like to make a 

contribution through the Presbyterian Church, please 

make your check to our church and put “Haiti assis-

tance” on the check or pew envelope and all funds re-

ceived will be sent to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

to be used in Haiti. 

Presbyterian Women Circles 

 

 

 
 

The Morning Circle will meet this Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 2, at 9:30.  Kay Allen will serve a hostess and 

Cora Dugan will lead the Bible study. 

The Night Circle will meet the same day at 7:00 in 

the youth hall. 

Go Red for Women  

Sunday, February 7 
 

       Go Red for Women is a na-

tional movement to increase 

awareness of heart disease in 

women.  This campaign encour-

ages women to take charge of 

their lives and control their risk 

factors for heart disease by mak-

ing changes in their diet and exer-

cise habits, controlling their blood pressure and moni-

toring their diabetes.  We invite you to wear red to 

church on Sunday, February 7, as a reminder that heart 

disease is the No. 1 killer of American women.  For 

more information about  this campaign and how to pre-

vent heart disease, go to www.americanheart.org. 

Summer Staff Opportunities 

at Mo-Ranch 
 

Mo-Ranch is receiving applications for summer 

staff.  Free accommodations, a variety of jobs, and a 

superb spirituality program await young adults.  For 

more information go to www.moranch.com and click 

on Jobs at Mo, or call 1-800-460-4401, ext. 273. 


