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From the Pastor. ..

Ash Wednesday Service

This Wednesday, February 17, is the first day of H
is fr om."z}lns‘voqd(!leidnagl i sh wor

Lent . The wor d —Lent

Please remember in prayer. ...
Betty Aubert & Cheryl Martin
Wally Birk, friend of Kirk Dixon
Don Black
Jim Brewster
Eve Brice
Ralph Brownlie, friend of Roger Samuels
Pam Combs, friend of Sheila Hammer
Randall Craig, friend of Gayle Rumbeck
Bob D’ Amat o, friend
Jason DeRoo, grandson of the De Roos
Steve Fischer, brother of Susan Mathews
Adam Fort

Wayland Gordon, father of Gwenda Aber
Frances Hair, mother of Phil Johnson

Judy Johnson

Lance Lanford, friend of Kirk Dixon

Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard
Wanda & V. W. Martin

Charlotte McGuire, friend of Anna Saucier
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni

Dennis Patterson, father of Jerry Patterson
Dollie Pierce, sister of Don Black

Leslie Reynolds, friend of Paula Kusewitt
Dru Richman, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard
Grace Roberts

Dave Rumbeck

Henry & Beth Skidmo
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith
Fernita Swalin, friend of Hope Sheppard
Justin Taylor, nephew of Jerry & Harriet Jones
Ted Turner, brother of Terry Turner

James Weckman

of

Amy Gillispie, daughter-in-law of Kathy Gillispie

, Jo

Wanda McDougl e, Ronda S

re,

Joyce Welch, great aunt of Ronnie & Amanda Aynes

which refers to the lengthening of days and the coming
of spring. It is a period of 40 days before Easter which
is a time of reflection, renewal, and spiritual growth.
We will have a brief Ash Wednesday service in the
sanctuary at 7:00.

I have found it worthwhile over the years to do a
series of sermons during Lent, and this year the series

is on —Biblical Epitaphs

of interest. I encourage you to be here for worship this
h eSurday Rndl cash Sunday during Lent.

As I watched the snow fall last week, covering the
woods behind the church, I was reminded of a hymn in
our hymnbook which we often sing during the winter
t hat speaks of snow and

|l oveliness on hildl and
snow was beautiful, we all felt sorry for those who lost
electricity.

Among many things I am thankful for, [ am thank-

e | fol dor the faithéul givang efnmasy of our members.
c o tUnforsunamly,tthe @verage weekly offerings for Janu-
ary were about $1500 per week below what is needed

to meet our church budget. This is a problem we have

not had before, and if it were to continue, it would be
serious. The faithful giving of all of us is important to

help good things continue to happen in the church and

in the church’”s mission.

As Christ gave his life for us, let us live for him.

Ci nAhg may walkhave g renewed semsaaf the values and

the strength of the Christian faith as we prepare our

hearts and minds during Lent for the day of days —
Easter.

Tom Wilbanks
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This Wednesday, February 17, is Ash Wednesday
and marks the beginning of the season of Lent: 40
days of contrition (excluding Sundays) leading up to
Easter. During this season we are to focus upon the
great cost of our salvation, the atoning death of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, and repentance of our sin. A
brief service of scripture, song, and congregational
phrticdtidn Gill be bbselved in the€Suntuary £ 100 W i
p-m. The Chancel Choir will sing and Verlyn Smoker
will share a brief devotional. Please plan to come as
together we begin this holy season of Lent. Our
prayer is that this opportunity for worship will prepare
us to more fully appreciate the celebration of the res-
tirfRcBion oF @uyLord oh Eadle@SsndayHMay Gdd b s

W qzlorfied @ Buflworbhip @ik Wednbsday, afdl thkoligh- U g |

out the season of Lent. This service will be held in
lieu of our regular Wednesday Night Live classes.
The youth choir wildl me et

Year-End Contribution Reports

The 2009 contribution reports are in a box on the
table in the hallway near the church office. If you
need your report mailed to you, please call the church
office at 972-285-5602. Thanks for your faithful giv-
ing!

This Sunday

This Sunday Eric Schwartz and Dave Edling will
sing at 8:45, and the Chancel Choir and Jubilate Ring-
ers will provide music at 11:00. Dr. Wilbanks will

begin a series of Lenten
Epitaphs, I and the fir|st
Snow, I based -29n || Kings




College Scholarships

Our church is offering scholarship help for the
2010-2011 school year to active members of our
church who will be enrolled full time in a college,
university or trade school. A scholarship is also
being offered by our
organization.

An additional scholarship has been added this
year which was given in memory of Karen Alene
Dixon. This scholarship is for students in their junior
or senior year of college who have declared educa-
tion as their major.

Applications received will be considered for all
three scholarships, so you need only complete one
application. Applications are available in the church
office.

We are happy to be able to provide educational
support and encouragement for our college students,
and continue the Presbyterian tradition of emphasis
on education. If you are interested in helping with the
education of members of your church family, the
scholarship fund would be a good place to make a
contribution. Donations may be given at any time,
and mar ked —Schol arshi

Report on Congregational Meeting

There was a good attendance at the Annual Con-
gregational Dinner Meeting on January 31. After a
delicious meal, several items of business were acted
on. Dan Bragg was elected to fill a vacancy on the
Board of Deacons. Clarence Greer and Jerry Jones
were elected to serve on the Nominating Committee
for new church officers, and Liz Ramsey and Robert
Mayfield were elected as alternates. The congrega-
tion adopted a budget of $516,695 for 2010. The
church treasurer, Pete Allen, gave a detailed year-end
financial report and mentioned that one of the most
helpful funds at the church for memorial or other
special gifts is the scholarship fund which has been
of considerable assistance to members of our church
going to college.

Reports were given from various organizations
in the church and also by our church staff. The meet-
ing concluded with a memorial service for our mem-
bers who died during 2009 — Frances Smith, Norma
Hagethorn, Wanda Moon, Billy Mark Gillispie, Edna
Tillison, and Bill Mayfield.
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One Great Hour of Sharing

Last Sunday during Sunday
School coin boxes were passed out to
the children to take home for family
use. The boxes are part of the One

ing. The suggested use of these is for
a family to place the box on their
dining table and to put a coin in the box during one
meal each day during Lent which begins this Wednes-
day, February 17.

For a long time, some churches emphasized giving
up something for Lent, but this gives a positive empha-
sis to something we can do during Lent. The One
Great Hour of Sharing is an offering received by Pres-
byterian churches once each year to help meet world
relief and emergency needs caused by floods, earth-
quakes, and other disasters, and money from One Great
Hour of Sharing has gone for relief efforts in Haiti.

Coin boxes are available in the literature racks at
the church and the boxes are to be returned on Palm
Sunday which is March 28.

Funda. T
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There will not be a newsletter next week so we
want to remind the men
be held February 28, at 7:30 a.m. Join us for a good
breakfast, an interesting program, and good fellowship
with other men of the church.

o]

BLOOD
DRIVE

March 7
9:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.
North Parking Lot
Please sign up on the
bulletin board near the
church office.

Goldenaires

The Goldenaires will meet at 10:30 a.m., Thurs-
day, February 25, for an interesting program, great
fellowship, and light refreshments. All are invited!

Our Church Family . . .

GRACE ROBERTS had a massive stroke two
weeks ago. She was in intensive care at Baylor for a
week and is now in a special stroke unit at Parkland.
Grace has been one of our most faithful members for
many years.

DEBBIE BEALMEAR was badly injured in a car
wreck February 1, and DAVE RUMBECK was hit by
another car on February 11, and sustained five broken
ribs. He was at Doctors Hospital overnight.

BETTY AUBERT was taken to Texas Regional
Hospital in Sunnyvale last Friday, February 12.

It was good to see GINI GRAY back at Sunday
School and church last Sunday as she recovers from a
broken bone in her ankle.

ED HUDSON retired last week after many years
of service at Guaranty Bank in Mesquite.

MELBA JEFFUS is scheduled for hip replace-
ment surgery at Presbyterian Hospital this Thursday,
February 18.

Our Director of Christian Education, Tim Smith,
attended the Association of Presbyterian Church Edu-
cators in Nashville, Tennessee, the last week of Janu-

ary.
R ice Valentine-themed Church Night Supper
@ 1ISast Sunday. Counselor Hank Hunt, a staff
member of the Pastoral Counseling Center in Dallas
was the speaker, A box of candy was gresented to the
c\(,)vupleo rilarrilzd th sh)(M)est time — J(%nrl nd é<h£rr9
Futrell who have been married three years and to the
couple married the longest time — Jim and Hope
Sheppard who have been married 57 years. It is a
good thing we live in this country instead of Saudi
Arabia where merchants were reminded that it is
against the law to sell items that are red, heart-shaped
or otherwise related to

Needlework Club

Do you like to crochet, knit, quilt or do needle-
point? Would you like to participate in a needlework
club with others from the church who have similar
interests? Contact Jan Fort. We will be starting soon
and we want you! There are no dues — just fun and
fellowship.
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Project Spring Clean
and
Sunday Night Alive: Creation

7
e  Together..

ve can make a difference...

...in our community...

...in our world

Project Spring Clean

urch, Mesquite, TX

Mcsquﬁc CommunitLJ

www.dcecorner.com/2010/02/07/ProjectSpringClean

Service: 2:15pm — 4:30pm
Worship: 5:00pm — 6:00pm
First Presbyterian Church has organized a commu-

nity trash clean-up day entitled "Project Spring Clean"
for Sunday, February 21, from 2:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
All interested are invited to meet in the south parking
lot of First Presbyterian Church of Mesquite at 1028
South Belt Line at 2:15 and we will divide into work
groups. From 2:30 to 4:30 groups will clean up areas
along Belt Line Rd — picking up trash. At 5:00 p.m. a
Sunday Night Alive worship service will be held in the
First OPresbyterian Church south parking lot weather
permitting, or in the fellowship hall building. Come
serve as a part of the worship service, praising God for
the chance to make a difference in the community, and
responding as creatures created to be caretakers of the
earth. But come also to meet others and form relation-
ships with others in the community. Come worship
Day.

3rd Saturday Mission Project

The monthly 3rd Saturday mission project spon-
sored by our Mission Committee will be held this
month on the 20th. The group will meet at the church
at 8:30 a.m., and travel to the new location of Sharing
Life Community Outreach to do some construction
work for them. This will be a great time of fellow-
ship and an opportunity to serve our community. All
willing hands are needed!! Meet us on the parking
lot.




