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From the Pastor . . . 
As I have mentioned in other years, the week that 

begins on Palm Sunday has been called the most mo-

mentous week in history.  And indeed it is an important 

week because it is Holy Week. Several services are 

immediately before us – Palm Sunday, Maundy Thurs-

day, Good Friday, and Easter. 

Our Palm Sunday and Easter services are always 

great occasions, but I also want to encourage your at-

tendance at the Maundy Thursday candlelight com-

munion service on April 1, in the fellowship hall and 

the Good Friday service the next evening in the sanctu-

ary.  Both services are at 7:30 p.m.  Easter is most 

meaningful for those who have been with our Lord on 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  You will find 

more information about both of these services in an-

other article. 

I look forward to worshipping with you on Palm 

Sunday, to gathering at the Lord’s Table with you on 

Maundy Thursday, to the Good Friday service and to 

the joy of our Easter services. 

May peace and blessing be yours during Holy 

Week. 
  

                                                Tom Wilbanks 
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY 
March 28, 2010 

 

Ushers 

8:45 

Richard Follansbee- Head Usher 

David Howard     Denise Bennett 

Breck Bennett 
11:00 

Harriet Jones - Head Usher 

Jerry Patterson     Jerry Jones 

Kathy Brown     Robin Brown 
Parking Lot Greeter 

Darby Washeck     Brenda Evans 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Betty Aubert & Cheryl Martin 

Wally Birk, friend of Kirk Dixon 

Don Black 

Jim Brewster 

Eve Brice 

Ralph Brownlie, friend of Roger Samuels 

Pam Combs, friend of Sheila Hammer 

Randall Craig, friend of Gayle Rumbeck 

Bob D’Amato, friend of the DeRoos 

Jason DeRoo, grandson of the De Roos 

Steve Fischer, brother of Susan Mathews 

Adam Fort 

Amy Gillispie, daughter-in-law of Kathy Gillispie 

Wayland Gordon, father of  Gwenda Aber 

Frances Hair, mother of Phil Johnson 

Lynn Heathman, friend of Lori & Sam Boling 

Judy Johnson 

Lance Lanford, friend of Kirk Dixon 

Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Wanda & V.W. Martin, Joel Martin’s parents 

Wanda McDougle, Ronda Scott’s mother 

Charlotte McGuire, friend of Anna Saucier 

Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 

Dennis Patterson, father of Jerry Patterson 

Dollie Pierce, sister of Don Black 

Leslie Reynolds, friend of Paula Kusewitt 

Dru Richman, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 

Grace Roberts 

Dave Rumbeck 

Henry & Beth Skidmore, Cindy Jenkins’ parents 

Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 

Fernita Swalin, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Justin Taylor, nephew of  Jerry & Harriet Jones 

Ted Turner, brother of Terry Turner 

Laura Warren, friend of Susan Leake 

James Weckman 
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On this Palm Sunday Eric Schwartz and Dave 

Edling will sing at 8:45, and the Children’s Choir, 

Alleluia Chimes and Chancel Choir will provide mu-

sic at 11:00.  Dr. Wilbanks will give the sermon 

“When Jesus Came to Town,” based on John 12:12-
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One Great Hour 

of Sharing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 This Sunday, March 28, we will receive the One 

Great Hour of Sharing offering.  The offering banks 

given to children at the beginning of Lent are also to 

be returned.  The One Great Hour of Sharing offering 

is used around the world to help meet world relief and 

emergency needs caused by floods, earthquakes, and 

other disasters.  Special envelopes will be in the bulle-

tins this Sunday for those who did not use the offering 

boxes but would like to contribute to this special of-

fering. 

Sunday Night Alive 

this Sunday at 4:30 p.m. 
 

This  Sunday is Palm Sunday as many 

of you know and Holy Week begins – a 

time to remember Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection.  We invite you to come to the 

Sunday Night Alive Worship service at 4:30 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for a time of 

worship and fellowship.  This is a come-as-

you-are worship experience with different 

types of music and congregational participa-

tion.  So come in your shorts and t-shirt  and 

let’s worship together. 



Our Church Family . . .  

We are glad that LEN McCURDY is recovering 

well from surgery on March 12.  It has been good to 

see GINA VILLIFANA back at church following her 

recent surgery. 

BETTY AUBERT had to return to Texas Re-

gional Hospital in Sunnyvale for several days and is 

now at home. 

Our sympathy is extended to PAT HEBERT 

whose daughter, Amanda, died in Phoenix, Arizona. 

SANDY COLLINS will finish her cancer treat-

ment this week and has been approved to participate 

again in a mission trip to Guatemala with “Serving 

HIM.”  Sandy will leave for San Raymundo on April 

17.  “Serving Him” is dedicated to ministering to the 

physical and spiritual needs of people, and Sandy as a 

dental hygienist will be helping with dental care as 

well as helping with a ministry with children. 

College Scholarships 
  

Our church is offering scholarship help for the 

2010-2011 school year to active members of our church 

who will be enrolled full time in a college, university or 

trade school.   A scholarship is also being offered by 

our church’s Presbyterian Women organization. 

An additional scholarship has been added this year 

which was given in memory of Karen Alene Dixon.  

This scholarship is for students in their junior or senior 

year of college who have declared education as their 

major. 

Applications received will be considered for all 

three scholarships, so you need only complete one ap-

plication.  Applications are available in the church of-

fice. Please note that the application deadline is 

April 11.   

Work Day 
 

A work day will be held at the 

church this Saturday, March 27, starting 

at 9:00 a.m.  This annual work day is 

held before Palm Sunday and Ester to do 

some helpful work inside and outside.  

One of the main projects will be to gather up the 

leaves on the north sides of the church by the educa-

tional wing.  We will be through before noon and  will 

be grateful for men and women who will come and 

help.  Lenny Pollard, Chairman of the Property Com-

mittee, will be in charge. 

Mesquite Symphony 
 

The Mesquite Symphony Orchestra will present 

its annual “Not Just for Kids”   concert this Saturday, 

March 27, at 7:00 p.m. at the Mesquite Arts Center.  

Two of our members are part of the orchestra. 

Session Highlights 
 

This is a summary of the January, February, and 

March Session meetings. 

Linda Fricke was elected as the Clerk of Session. 

It was reported that as has been the custom of the 

Christian Education Committee for many years, the 

committee bagged Christmas candy for the children at 

the Waxahachie campus of Presbyterian Children’s 

Homes & Services. 

The financial statement for January from the 

church treasurer, Pete Allen, indicated that the average 

offering per week was $8,455.  Since the amount 

needed to meet the budget is $9,936 per week, we 

were under by about $1500 a week.  Thankfully, we 

met the budget in February.  The nine week average is 

$9560 which leaves us $376 short per week but we 

have narrowed the gap. 

Phil Johnson, Chairman of the Christian Educa-

tion Committee, said that our DCE, Tim Smith, now 

has FPC events on Facebook with almost 120 fans. 

This and other blogs Tim has established are proving 

to be a good means of communication.  Sunday 

School Superintendent John Kusewitt presented a pro-

posal to purchase a 20 pager system to help alleviate 

safety and security concerns for the church, for our 

childcare givers, and parents who have children in 

childcare.  This was approved. 

Kathy Brown, Chair of the Program Committee 

for the church night suppers said the next supper will 

be on April 25 when former member Waynetta 

(Eggett) Ausmus, an excellent storyteller, will give the 

program which should appeal to all age groups.  

Waynetta now lives near Sherman. 

Howard Saucier, Chairman of the Mission Com-

mittee, said the committee helped Sharing Life Com-

munity Outreach do preparation for moving into their 

new facility and sponsored a blood drive on March 7. 

Diane Beal, Chair of the Worship Committee, 

said plans are progressing for the youth choir trip to 

sing at a festival in Washington, DC from June 15 to 

22.  Verlyn Smoker has estimated the cost of the trip 

to be about $12,500.  Some additional funds still need 

to be raised. 

The pastor requested permission for our church to 

host a meting on Thursday, April 22, at 7:30, at which 

a presentation would be made by a Presbyterian min-

ister, Rev. Tom Spath, on behalf of the Institute for 

Civility, and this was approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two special mid-week services will 

be held during Holy Week.  The first is 

on Maundy Thursday, April 1, at 7:30 

p.m.  This is our traditional candlelight 

communion service around tables in the 

form of a cross in the fellowship hall.  

The word “Maundy” relates to the word mandate, 

referring to commands which Jesus gave to his disci-

ples on that last night of his  earthly life, that they 

should “love one another” and that they should con-

tinue the observance of the   Lord’s Supper. 

       The next evening, April 2, we 

will have a Good Friday service.  

The Chancel Choir and congrega-

tion will observe a “Service of 

Darkness” or Tenebrae at 7:30 p.m. 

in the sanctuary.  This simple, yet 

profound service of remembrance of what Jesus did 

for us on the cross on Good Friday makes the wonder 

and glory of the resurrection all the more joyous.  

Childcare will be provided for both services. 

Participating in these services will remind us all 

of the meaningful events in the most important week 

in history, culminating in the celebration of the most 

important day in history – Easter Sunday! 

Goldenaires Meeting 
 

All are invited to join the Goldenaires at 10:30 

a.m., this Thursday, March 25, for an interesting pro-

gram, great fellowship, and light refreshments.   

$GHKCQDM½R &@RSDQ  .TRHB@Kr  
New Testament stories 

from the viewpoint of a child 
 

On Wednesday, March 31, at 6:45 p.m. children 

from FPC and elsewhere will present a celebration of 

Easter by telling and singing New Testament stories 

from a child’s perspective.  B.J. Mauldin has worked 

diligently on Wednesday evenings to put this program 

together.   So come one and all to this program on 

Wednesday, March 31.  The program will be held in 

front of the garden on the south side of the sanctuary 

building weather permitting.  Stay for some snacks 

and punch following.  For questions contact Tim 

Smith. 

$GHKCQDM½R &@RSDQ &FF &WSQ@U@F@MY@ 
Saturday, April 3 ¦ 10:00am to 1:00pm 

 

       The moment you have all been 

waiting for (cue in the 2010 Space 

Odyssey Music): the time has 

come for the annual Easter Egg 

Hunt at FPC on Saturday, April 3, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Youth Hall and 

outside.  There will be games, prizes, hamburgers and 

hotdogs, and lots to do.  We only ask that each parent 

bring a dozen filled plastic eggs with wrapped candy 

to be hidden at the event.  Eggs are a great way to 

celebrate the Easter season as they  symbolize rebirth.  

Bring your energy and enthusiasm and lets celebrate 

the rebirth of the Easter Season with a bit of fun!  

Contact Tim Smith for any questions. 

Are You a High School Senior? 
 

On Youth Sunday, April 25, we will recognize 

our graduating high school seniors.  According to re-

cords in the church office, the following are graduat-

ing:  Zachary Bennett, Bailey Burkhalter, Hayden 

Colbert, Tracy Okafor, Rachel Petty, Emily Ramsey, 

Rebecca Smith, Bailey Wilson, Rogers Windle, and 

Melody Wright. 

If there are any corrections to this list, please call 

the church office at 972-285-5602. 


