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SERVING THIS SUNDAY
May 9, 2010
Ushers
8:45
Victor Carboni - Head Usher
Paula Kusewitt Marshall Romine
Bruce Buswell
11:00
Penny Palumbo - Head Usher
David Howard  Jerry Jones
Lori Herring  Jessica Herring

Parking Lot Greeters
Andy Leake Paula Kusewitt

_W_ First Presbyterian Church

Mesquite, Texas

(972) 285-5602
www.fpcmesquite.org

Talents - Hobbies - Collections
at the Church Night Supper

From the Pastor. ..

Statistics published by Research Services of the
General Assembly Council in 2006 indicate that for the

May 16

ten-year period from 1994-2004, worship attendance

Please remember in prayer. ...
Betty Aubert & Cheryl Martin
Don Black
Jim Brewster
Eve Brice
Ralph Brownlie, friend of Roger Samuels
Pam Combs, friend of Sheila Hammer
Randall Craig, friend of Gayle Rumbeck
Bob D6Amat o, friend of
Jason DeRoo, grandson of the De Roos
Steve Fischer, brother of Susan Mathews
Adam Fort
Amy Gillispie, daughter-in-law of Kathy Gillispie
Mary Greer
Frances Hair, mother of Phil Johnson
Lynn Heathman, friend of Lori & Sam Boling
Hayley Holder, friend of Gayle Rumbeck
Judy Johnson
Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard
Wanda & V. W. Martin, Jo
Len McCurdy
Wanda McDougl e, Ronda S
Charlotte McGuire, friend of Anna Saucier
Hazel Middlebrook, cousin of Bill & Mary Ruth Mandel
Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni
Dennis Patterson, father of Jerry Patterson
Dollie Pierce, sister of Don Black
Leslie Reynolds, friend of Paula Kusewitt
Dru Richman, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard
Grace Roberts
Ann Rorie, friend of Mel and Beverlee Witty
Henry & Beth Skidmor e,
Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith
Ennis Smith, friend of Gayle Rumbeck
Fernita Swalin, friend of Hope Sheppard
Justin Taylor, nephew of Jerry & Harriet Jones
James Weckman

declined dramatically for all major Protestant denomi-
nations. Unfortunately, the Presbyterian Church (USA)
had the worst record. Average weekly participation
declined by more than 107,000 and apparently there
has not been any improvement since.

Donald Stake has pointed out
shapes our faith.o He says:
ers Bf tk;ls Rlsen Christ relied on worship for some three

es before a creed was
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1t was his own experience that his early years spent at
the side of his parents in congregational worship, lis-
tening to the prayers, having the words of the hymns
pointed out before he could read them, watching the
faith of his parents acted out was significant in the de-
velopment of his own faith.

If worship really does form our beliefs, then we
should be concerned about the change in worship atten-
d ce which has affected Qur own church here. As
anoaherV{Pres%yterlan pastor Ear Jsohnson has pointed

phone calls, cards, and prayers on my behalf in regard
to the extensive eye surgery I had at Presbyterian Hos-
pital on April 21. I am grateful that there is now some
vision in my left eye which hopefully will continue to
improve.

Tom Wilbanks

What do you like to do? Do you have hidden
talent you would share with us? Plan to attend the
Church Night Supper on Sunday, May 16, at 6:00 p.m.
This will be an arts, crafts, and talent show. Please
plan to bring needlework, art work, photography, etc.
to display. Bring your favorite sheet music and play
your clarinet, flute, harmonica, drums or piano for us.

family day at church! The Chancel Choir men
will sing at both services, and Dr. Wilbanks will
give the ser mon
on Ruth 1:1-10.

. a country s.on 0

cot%bls, mMpdship is the gr s?lful' Ig’y uwourld 111|<e to\f)art%f’the tg*e%t show c

Sunday entertainment. 0 IfeaseteﬁLarroreGrac Pl ur W

fellowship with one another as brothers and sisters in p For the suy or leaZe brine a meat. salad. veoeta-

Christ. But worship is not all about us. In worship we PPET, pleasf g a meat, » Veg

. ble, or dessert dish. Childcare will be provided for
attempt to reach out to God and re-establish and .
. . . . preschool children.

strengthen the most important relationship of our lives,

now and for eternity. It is the time of the week when

we look at our road signs and make sure that we are

traveling in the right direction. Indeed, worship is im- -I-h-

is Sunda
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Consider the Choir!

If you love to sing to the Lord, and have been
wondering if the Chancel Choir is for you, then now is
a great time to find out. The spring and summer
mont hs are a great ti me
would welcome any men, women, or high school stu-
dents wanting to join us. Beginning in the next few
weeks we will be begin making preparations for our
annual summer concert to be held at the Mesquite Arts
Center in August, in addition to our regular weekly
ministry of preparing music for our worship services.

Even if you have never been part of a choir, but
would simply like to visit a rehearsal, you are most
welcome to do so. Please call Verlyn Smoker at the
church during office hours at 972-285-5602, or at his
home evenings or weekends if you are interested in
finding out more. Come join us as we lift our voices
to God in praise! The choir rehearses on Wednesdays
from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., no audition is necessary, and
childcare is always provided.

Soli Deo Gloria
Verlyn Smoker

New Book Available in the
Church Library

Glimpses of Heaven: True Stories of Hope
& Peace at the End
by Trudy Harris, R.N.

This book was written by a former hospice nurse
and president of Hospice Foundation for Caring. The
more than forty stories provide the reader a look at the
final thoughts, words, and visions of terminally ill and
dying people. The stories offer hope, comfort, and
peace through the eyes of those who are terminally ill
and dying and through the eyes of the family and
friends who love these people.
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New Officers for
Presbyterian Women
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At their meeting on April 18, our Presbyterian
Womenbés Association el
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Moderator - Roxanne Martin
Vice-Moderator - Sarah Kitchens
Secretary - Jan Fort
Treasurer - Marilyn Saams
Mission Coordinator - Kay Allen
Fellowship Coordinator - Ellen Mallum
Search Coordinator - Cora Dugan
Parliamentarian - Gini Gray
Morning Circle Leader - Nickie Wilbanks
Evening Circle Leader - Susan Farmer
Morning Bible Study Leader - Joy Samuels
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Summer Youth Choir
Festival Update

Due to several factors the summer Youth Choir
Festival trip has been postponed. For further informa-
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We Need Paper!

Did you know that money received from paper
products put in the paper retriever bins on the north
end of the church parking lot go for youth ministry
programs at our church? Help the environment and
our youth by bringing newspapers and other types of
paper to be recycled.

Our Church Family . . .

Our sympathy is expressed to GWENDA ABER
whose father died last Friday, April 30. His funeral
service was held in Coleman, Texas on May 3.

Some of our members will remember HARVEY
and SYBIL DAVIS who were members here before
moving to Kountze some years ago. We received
word that Harvey died April 24, after a massive
stroke. Harvey and Sybil did flower plantings at the
church for many years. Sybil is in a nursing home in
Kountz.

d E¥EkBRICE is now at Golden Acres in Dallas.

MARY GREER was taken to Texas Regional
Hospital in Sunnyvale this past Sunday. DR. CHRIS-
TINE WALKER was at Baylor Hospital for several
days.

We will want to keep JUDY JOHNSON in our
pr%ygrs R ¥ coffifuds ko Cufdérad radiatioh &ty
ment for cancer at M.D. Anderson Hospital in Hous-
ton. She and Ken hope to return to Mesquite around
May 22.

MARSHALL ALFORD has put several small red
oak trees in containers in the rose bed by the youth
hall. Please feel free to take one. And we still have
some Easter lilies if you would like to have one of
those to plant at your home.

Congratulations to DAVID SAAMS who gradu-
ated May 1, from Concordia University in Austin
with a Bachelorodés degr
Administration. If there are other college graduations
of our members, please let us know.

Congratulations to CAROL MEHAFFEY on the
birth of great-grandson, Aiden Allred on April 26.

TERRY TURNER has moved.

Sixteen men from our church attended the 59™
annual Meno6s anohfnearrKermilkiee
last week-end.
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Presbyterian
Planning Calendar

We are taking orders in the church office for the
2010-2011 Presbyterian Planning Calendar. This 19
month calendar, which begins with June 2010, has
space on each day for writing in reminders, etc. The
cost is $8.00. If you would like to order one, call the
church office at 972-285-5602.

Vacation Bible School
June 6-10
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great Vacation Bible School. Classes for all ages will
be held from 6:30 - 8:30 each night. A special pot
luck dinner is planned for Sunday at 5:45, and dinner
will be served at 6:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

The childrenés biblical 1
atthiMpg t hat breathes prai
150:6.

Summer Camp

promi ses to

Registration forms are available in the church office for Camp Gilmont in the piney
woods of east Texas for children and youth ranging in age from 6 to 16. This year

be Grace Presbyteryds m

ing your child to a Christ-centered camp, he or she will make new friends with similar
values, try new activities in a nurturing environment, and gain spiritually with whole-

some programming. Former campers often grow up to be leaders in both our denomination and in our community.

Donot mi ss the

opportunity

to send your <child t
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