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From the Pastor . . . 

This Sunday is Pentecost.  This observance is one 

some Christians would find the hardest to explain.  But 

it is an important day. The word “pente” means 50th, 

and this is the 50th day after Easter.  This was the day 

the disciples received the power of the Holy Spirit and 

they then went out from Jerusalem to the known world 

with the story of Jesus Christ, his death and resurrec-

tion, for the forgiveness of sins.  They were changed 

from fearful people to people of courage.  The center 

window on the north side of our sanctuary is the Pente-

cost window with a dove, symbolic of the Holy Spirit, 

descending upon the orb of the world. 

The symbolic color for Pentecost is red.  Red 

represents the flame of the Holy Spirit which de-

scended on the disciples as recounted in Acts 2:1-5.  

You are invited to wear something red this Sunday!  

But more than that, I would invite your prayers for our 

church – for every Christian church that as disciples we 

would be empowered by the Holy Sprit to do God‟s 

work and will in our own day and time.  By our own 

faithfulness, witness, and service, by the power of 

God‟s Holy Spirit, we can make a difference. 

  

                                              Tom Wilbanks 
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY 
May 23, 2010 

Ushers 

8:45 

Lenny Pollard - Head Usher 

Eric McBain     Bruce Buswell 

Anne Buswell 
11:00 

Brenda Evans - Head Usher 

Dan Bragg     Andy Cummings 

Jason Wehrman     Taylor Hammer 
Parking Lot Greeters 

Andy Leake     Harriet Jones 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Betty Aubert & Cheryl Martin 

Don Black 

Jim Brewster 

Eve Brice 

Ralph Brownlie, friend of Roger Samuels 

Pam Combs, friend of Sheila Hammer 

Randall Craig, friend of Gayle Rumbeck 

Steve Fischer, brother of Susan Mathews 

Amy Gillispie, daughter-in-law of Kathy Gillispie 

Mary Greer 

Frances Hair, mother of Phil Johnson 

Lynn Heathman, friend of Lori & Sam Boling 

Hayley Holder, friend of Gayle Rumbeck 

Judy Johnson 

Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Wanda & V.W. Martin, Joel Martin‟s parents 

Len McCurdy 

Wanda McDougle, Ronda Scott‟s mother 

Charlotte McGuire, friend of Anna Saucier 

Hazel Middlebrook, cousin of Bill & Mary Ruth Mandel 

Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 

Dennis Patterson, father of Jerry Patterson 

Dollie Pierce, sister of Don Black 

Leslie Reynolds, friend of Paula Kusewitt 

Dru Richman, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 

Grace Roberts 

Ann Rorie, friend of Mel and Beverlee Witty 

Nick Scholl 

Henry & Beth Skidmore, Cindy Jenkins‟ parents 

Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 

Ennis Smith, friend of Gayle Rumbeck 

Fernita Swalin, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Justin Taylor, nephew of  Jerry & Harriet Jones 

James Weckman 

Joyce Welch, great aunt of Ronnie & Amanda Aynes 
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This Sunday 
 

This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday and the 

Chancel Choir will sing at 8:45, and the Youth 

Choir will sing at 11:00. Dr. Wilbanks will 

give the sermon “God‟s Mysterious Ways,” 

based on Genesis 50:15-21. 
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Sunday Night Alive! 

Pentecost 
5:00 p.m., this Sunday, May 23 

 

We all come together each Sunday to rest our 

hearts in God‟s hands and to worship as the people of 

God – an act we do as this thing called “the 

church.”  And as the church we worship God together; 

as the church we pray together; as the church we put 

ourselves in roles of servitude to others with what 

gifts we have; as the church we welcome all, support 

all, love all; and as the church we share the news of 

freedom in Christ.  In the words of Martin Luther 

King, Jr., “When we allow freedom to ring, when we 

let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from 

every state and every city, we will be able to speed up 

that day when all of God's children, black men and 

white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catho-

lics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of 

the old Negro spiritual, „Free at last! free at last! thank 

God Almighty, we are free at last!‟” Come worship, as 

imperfect people of God, the God who loves us un-

conditionally and uses all of us to do good and speak 

truth in the world.   

Please join us Sunday at 5:00 for this special ser-

vice of worship, followed by a time of fellowship.  

The service will be celebratory with a lot of congrega-

tional participation.  We look forward to seeing you 

there.  

.DM½R #QD@JE@RS 
 

All the men are invited to the Men‟s 

Breakfast this Sunday, May 23, at 7:30 

a.m. Our Men‟s Council President, Stan 

Jeffus, has arranged for a report on the 

recent men‟s retreat at Mo-Ranch and 

also said that some Men‟s Council busi-

ness will be taken care of at the meeting. 



Our Church Family . . .  

It was great to see DON BLACK back at church 

this past Sunday.  Don has had a long and difficult 

battle with cancer and it was the first time he has been 

able to be at church since last fall.  We were also glad 

to have BILL MATHEWS back after his recent hospi-

talization. 

PENNY PALUMBO is home and recovering 

from surgery at Presbyterian Hospital. 

Our sympathy is extended to JAN FORT whose 

step-mother died. 

KEN and JUDY JOHNSON will return from 

Houston this week-end since Judy will have com-

pleted her radiation treatments at M.D. Anderson Hos-

pital.  They are looking forward to being back home in 

Mesquite. 

LEN McCURDY is continuing radiation for the 

cancer she is dealing with. 

Congratulations to KELLI McBAIN who gradu-

ated from Indiana University with a degree in Sports 

Marketing Communication. 

We also want to congratulate JONATHAN 

DIXON, who graduated from the University of Texas, 

McCombs School of Business with a Bachelor‟s of 

Business Administration degree in Accounting.  Jona-

than will be attending St. Mary‟s Law School, San 

Antonio in the fall. 

The Chancel Choir had a nice surprise party for 

Verlyn Smoker after choir rehearsal on May 5, to 

celebrate Verlyn‟s ten years of service as our Director 

of Music Ministries.  A beautiful quilt with a musical 

motif made by Sue Bohmer was presented to Verlyn, 

as well as a large portrait of the choir taken on Easter 

Sunday by Wade Marshall. 

A nice Church Night Supper was held last Sunday 

evening which featured arts, crafts, and a talent show.  

There was an abundance of good food and a number 

of interesting photographs, crafts and other things on 

display. And several members sang, played the piano 

and violin as part of the talent show.  This was the last 

Church Night Supper until the church picnic tenta-

tively scheduled for September 26. 

As most of our members know, our church is 

helping support a fine Christian couple, Leith and 

Carol Fujii, who are Presbyterian missionaries in 

Bangkok, Thailand.  You may have seen on the televi-

sion news last week that there is a great amount of  

                                                            (continued) 

College Scholarships 
 

Through the generosity of our members both past 

and present, our church has been able to present col-

lege scholarship help to active members of our con-

gregation in recent years. This year‟s application proc-

ess began in February, and the application deadline 

was April 11.  In addition to scholarships from the 

church‟s scholarship fund, the Presbyterian Women 

also award a scholarship each year.  We received 

more scholarship applications this year than ever be-

fore,  and we regret that we  were not able to help eve-

ryone who applied.  The following will be receiving 

scholarships from these two funds for the 2010-2011 

school year: 

Bailey Burkhalter 

J. P. Marshall 

Amanda Mayfield 

Emily Ramsey 

Emily Singleton 

Lauren Smith 

Rebecca Smith 

In addition, we have a new scholarship this year, 

the Karen Alene Dixon Education Scholarship, en-

dowed by  Kirk Dixon in memory of Karen, and it is 

to be awarded to students who have declared a major 

in education.  The recipients of this scholarship for the 

2010-11 school year are Karen‟s daughter, Lauren 

Dixon, and Emily Singleton. 

The recipients of all of these scholarships were 

recognized at the 11:00 worship service on May 16.   

 

 

 

 

     Join us for Lemonade on 

the Lawn following the 11 

o‟clock worship service this 

Sunday, May 23.  This popu-

lar event is a good time to 

visit with old friends and 

make new ones.  Our thanks 

to the Board of Deacons who 

will be providing the lemon-

ade and cookies. 

Summer Camp 
 

  Registration forms 

are available in the 

church office for Camp 

Gilmont in the piney 

woods of east Texas for 

children and youth rang-

ing in age from 6 to 16, and there is a special $25 

discount for anyone registering during the month of 

May.  Scholarships area available through our church 

for part of the fee.   Don‟t miss the opportunity to 

send your child to the camping experience of a life-

time at Camp Gilmont! 

Save the Date! 
 

The next Women‟s Retreat is planned for April 8-

10, 2011, at the Brookhaven Retreat Center in Haw-

kins, TX.  Registration will begin right after Labor 

Day.  See Gracy Thomas or any committee member 

for more info - Sheryl Miller, Brenda Evans, Sarina 

Mayfield, Amanda Saling, Carol Graham or Lori Her-

ring.  
 

Baked Potato Lunch 
 

In preparation for the women‟s retreat, there will 

be a baked potato luncheon fundraiser on Sunday, 

June 13, 2010, right after the 11:00 a.m. service.  

Make plans to join us. 

Lemonade 

on the 

Lawn 

civil unrest and rioting taking place in Bangkok.  

Leith and Carol have asked  for our prayers for the 

Thai people. Some will recall that Leith and Carol 

have been here at our church on two different occa-

sions. 

The church office will be closed Monday, May 

31, for the Memorial Day holiday and there will not 

be a church newsletter for the next two weeks. 

Session Highlights 
This is a summary of the April 14 and May 12 

Session meetings. 

The report of the church treasurer, Pete Allen, 

indicated that we made the church budget in April but 

are sill running slightly behind for the year. 

Phil Johnson, Chairman of the Christian Educa-

tion Committee, reported that Emily Ramsey, Heather 

Mayfield, and Blake Sexton will represent our church 

and Grace Presbytery at the 2010 Youth Triennium in 

July on the campus of Purdue University.  A youth 

mission initiative is schedule for August 1-7.  This 

will take place in Mesquite and Howard Saucier will 

arrange for dinner meals to be held in the homes of 

our members.  The youth from Presbyterian Chil-

dren‟s Services in Waxahachie will be invited to join 

our group. 

Diane Beal, Chair of the Worship Committee, 

said that Dr. Wilbanks would be on vacation June 28 - 

July 7, and the Session approved Verlyn Smoker lead-

ing our worship services and giving the sermon on 

Sunday, July 4.  Because Dr. Wilbanks will be away 

on July 4, the Session approved the quarterly com-

munion for both services to be held one week later, on 

July 11.  Diane also reported that Verlyn Smoker 

would be attending the Green Lake Festival of Music 

in Green Lake, Wisconsin, as part of a continuing 

education event July 22-25.  Because of complications 

of several youth, the Youth Choir trip to Washington, 

DC, had to be cancelled.  The annual choir concert at 

the Mesquite Arts Center is scheduled for Sunday, 

August 22, and the theme will be “The Gift of Music.” 

Vacation Bible School 

June 6-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark your calendar and plan to attend this year‟s 

great Vacation Bible School.  Classes for all ages will 

be held from 6:30 - 8:30 each night.  A special pot 

luck dinner is planned for Sunday at 5:45, and dinner 

will be served at 6:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday.  

The children‟s biblical theme this year is “Let every-

thing that breathes praise the Lord!” from Psalm 

150:6.  A registration table will be available this Sun-

day near the church office. 
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