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From the Pastor . . . 

Karl Barth was a renowned theologian and while 

giving a lecture years ago at the University of Chi-

cago, he was asked by a student to name the greatest 

discovery a person could make in the New Testament.  

Drawing from a lifetime of serious study and thought, 

the old man responded:  ―Jesus loves me – this I know 

– for the Bible tells me so.‖ He told that scholarly 

audience that the words he learned from his parents 

and his church were the sum of God’s message.  We 

will be singing that hymn as part of our Rally Day 

service this Sunday.  As with many hymns, the back-

ground of that one is interesting. It was originally part 

of a novel written by two sisters, Anna and Susan 

Warner.  Their home was near the U.S. Military acad-

emy at West Point and for a number of years these 

two sisters conducted Sunday School classes for the 

young cadets. The hymn became one known and 

loved by children and adults everywhere – and indeed 

it speaks a great truth. 

This Sunday we will also present Bibles to the 

children going from the second grade to the third 

grade in our Sunday School.  I still have the Bible I 

was presented on just such an occasion many years 

ago.  It was a good day in a good church.  And on the 

presentation page is a Scripture reference we use to-

day from Proverbs 3:6:  ―Remember the Lord in eve-

rything you do, and he will show you the right way.‖ 

We all owe a debt of gratitude to those helping in 

our Christian Education program.  I am grateful for 

those who serve as Sunday School teachers and offi-

cers, those who help with our youth ministry and 

those who help in other others. 

I look forward to sharing the joy of worship with 

you on this Rally Day. 

  

                                          Tom Wilbanks 
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY 
August 29, 2010 

Ushers 

8:45 

Tom Ellis - Head Usher 

Richard Follansbee     Karen Hunt  

Jerry Dressler 
11:00 

David Howard - Head Usher 

Dan Bragg     Bart Mathis 

Liz Ramsey     Nick Ratzer 
Parking Lot Greeter 

   Gayle Rumbeck 

Please remember in prayer . . . . 
Betty Aubert & Cheryl Martin 

Betty, friend of Terri Bragg 

Don Black 

Jim & Pat Brewster 

Eve Brice 

Ralph Brownlie, friend of Roger Samuels 

Pam Combs, friend of Sheila Hammer 

Randall Craig, friend of Gayle Rumbeck 

Dorothy DeRoo, sister-in-law of Bernie & Lois DeRoo 

Steve Fischer, brother of Susan Mathews 

Amy Gillispie, daughter-in-law of Kathy Gillispie 

Mary Greer 

Frances Hair, mother of Phil Johnson 

Laura Hooser 

Hayley Holder, friend of Gayle Rumbeck 

Judy Johnson 

Harriet Jones 

Virginia Ledbetter, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Wanda & V.W. Martin, Joel Martin’s parents 

Len McCurdy 

Charlotte McGuire, friend of Anna Saucier 

Hazel Middlebrook, cousin of Bill & Mary Ruth Mandel 

Michelle Nall, sister of Karen Carboni 

Dennis Patterson, father of Jerry Patterson 

Dollie Pierce, sister of Don Black 

Leslie Reynolds, friend of Paula Kusewitt 

Dru Richman, friend of Jim & Hope Sheppard 

Grace Roberts 

Robin Rotenberry, Roxanne Martin’s niece 

Birdie Sanders, Roxanne Martin’s mother 

Barbara Schrader, friend of Bob & Maurine Robinson 

Dolores Scott, Craig Scott’s mother 

Henry & Beth Skidmore, Cindy Jenkins’ parents 

Clay Smith, son of Bob and Beth Smith 

Fernita Swalin, friend of Hope Sheppard 

Justin Taylor, nephew of  Jerry & Harriet Jones 

Iwana & Laura Virgil 

James Weckman 

Joyce Welch, great aunt of Ronnie & Amanda Aynes 
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This Sunday 
 

       This Sunday is Rally 

Day and Christian Educa-

tion Sunday.  Our Men’s 

Council will provide 

breakfast from 9:30 to 9:45 

before Sunday School be-

gins.  The Chancel Choir 

men will sing at 8:45, and 

the Chancel Choir will sing at 11:00.  Dr. Wilbanks 

will give the sermon ―You Just Never Can Tell,‖ 

based on Proverbs 27:1. F
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Rally Day  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         The beginning of the Fall is a time to remem-

ber that in the beginning there was God!  What an 

encouraging thought in times of uncer-

tainty!  Expect this Sunday Night Alive to be a ser-

vice with a lot of energy as we come together to 

worship the beginnings and the possibilities that 

God opens up for us in our lives.  We invite all the 

church to come and worship together in the evening 

at 5:00 pm.  The service is about an hour long and 

there are refreshments and conversation time after-

wards!  Parents, this particular service is also very 

"child-friendly" and will engage them in wor-

ship.  Have a wonderful week back to school, chil-

dren and youth, and to all others an overall great 

week!  See you Sunday night!  



Our Church Family . . .  

Our sympathy is extended to KAREN HUNT 

whose mother died August 4.  The funeral service was 

held in Ballinger, Texas.  Our sympathy is also ex-

pressed to DAVID BEAL and LIZ RAMSEY and 

their families in the sudden death of their mother, 

Lynn Beal, who died on August 10.  Lynn was always 

here faithfully at worship, and we will miss her. 

PAT BREWSTER underwent heart bypass sur-

gery on August 5, and is now convalescing at Chris-

tian Care Center before she will be able to come 

home. 

EVELYN COOMER fell at her home and broke 

her right wrist and underwent surgery last week.  

LAUREN SAAMS had surgery last Friday but unfor-

tunately the initial outcome has not been as good as 

was hoped for. 

We are glad that BETH GONZALES has recov-

ered well from a car accident earlier this month. 

During our worship service on August 22, An-

drew Ryan Solis and Chloe Anne Solis, children of 

ROY AND TIFFANY SOLIS, were baptized.  Tiffany 

grew up in our church and her parents are Jay and 

Donna Hartsell. 

Our Chancel Choir presented a nice concert on 

the theme ―The Gift of Music‖ last Sunday for their 

annual concert at the Mesquite Arts Center.  The con-

cert was dedicated to the memory of Marshall Alford, 

a faithful member of the choir who died in June. 

The Board of Deacons and Session have ap-

proved the installation of a new porcelain tile floor to 

be installed in the fellowship hall.  The money for the 

project will come from the building fund, and it is 

anticipated that the project will take place this fall.  It 

will eliminate maintenance costs of stripping and wax-

ing the floor that is currently in the fellowship hall.  

The floor will be similar to what is in the sanctuary 

but a different color. 

Rally Day is Also Music 

Ministry Sign-Up Day 
 

Fall is fast approaching and many opportunities 

for involvement in our music ministry will soon be 

available.  If you have been thinking about joining 

any of the music ensembles here at First Church 

NOW is the time! 

On Rally Day, August 29th, children, youth and 

adults will be able to sign-up for one or more of the 

music ministry ensembles here at First Church.  Our 

goal is to give all who have been gifted by God in 

musical ability the opportunity to use that ability to 

praise God, while at the same time ministering to our 

congregation. We do not attempt to imitate the musi-

cal experiences of schools, but instead stress three 

aspects of ministry: glorifying God with our abilities 

and talents, leading in the worship of His Holy name, 

and ministering to our congregation through music –

all in response to what God, in Christ Jesus, has done 

for us. 

Sign-up sheets will be posted on tables just out-

side the choir room (in the south wing of the main 

church building) on Sundays, August 29, and Sep-

tember 5, and I will be on hand to answer any ques-

tions you may have.  Rehearsal schedules will be 

posted on the sign up lists.  If you have any questions 

regarding the music ministries of our church feel free 

to speak to me any Sunday, or call me at the church 

office at 972.285.5602, or at my home—I will be 

delighted to speak with you. 
 

   Soli Deo Gloria,  

   Verlyn Smoker 

 

Presbyterian Women Circles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Morning and Evening Circles resume their 

meetings on Tuesday, September 7.  The Morning 

Circle will meet at 9:30 and the Evening Circle will 

meet at 7:00.  Start the fall off by attending one of 

these meetings for Bible study and fellowship with 

other women in the church.  Joy Samuels will be lead-

ing the Bible study for the morning circle this year, 

and Beverlee Witty will lead the Bible study for the 

night circle on September 7. 

New Member Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fall is almost here and with it comes this year’s 

class for visitors and new members which Dr. Wil-

banks leads on basic Christian and Presbyterian be-

liefs.  The class will begin on Sunday, October 3, at 

9:45, and will meet for six Sunday mornings.  The 

first class includes a visit to the sanctuary for a de-

scription of the symbolism of our beautiful stained 

glass windows.  Other classes cover our Presbyterian 

heritage and form of government and a look at the 

sacraments – baptism and the Lord’s Supper – and 

what it all means. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The fall is just around the corner and we are ex-

cited with what God is doing in our midweek pro-

gram! 
 

Adults 
Look forward to a class taught by Steve Leake on 

I Corinthians.  If you have not taken a class taught by 

Steve Leake, give it a try.  He is enthusiastic and very 

engaging! 

Or, you could get in touch with your artistic side, 

and consider taking an oil painting class from Pete 

Allen - a very talented artist with a passion for the 

craft. 
 

Children 
Gear up for a time of midweek stories, fun and 

preparation for a possible Christmas program.  Expect 

fun games, group-building, Bible stories, parties and 

more! 

Sign up for your classes this Sunday following 

both worship services and get more information about 

the program. 

Back to School ð 

Back to Sunday School 
Goldenaires Meeting 

Thursday, August 26 
 

The Goldenaires will meet at 10:30 a.m. this 

Thursday for study, fellowship and light refreshments.  

Jim Sheppard will lead the study with some interest-

ing readings from Henri Nouwen, a pastor and author.  

All are invited. 

Live!  
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